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After a solo European journey spanning over 70 days, I traversed dozens of countries and regions across the continent, visiting over fifty 
cities and towns. I witnessed countless historical artifacts spanning thousands of years, including paintings, sculptures, architecture, 
musical heritage, and homes of great figures—many of which had only existed in my childhood memories within history, geography, or 
art textbooks. From the polar mountains and wildlife of Svalbard in the Arctic to the grand remnants of the Roman Empire; from the 
somber and dark Jewish memorials of World War II to the vibrant democracy at the headquarters of the European Union; from the 
dazzling, opulent palaces of Paris to the wild Flamenco dancers on the streets of Seville... all deeply and profoundly impacted my soul. I 
couldn't suppress my curiosity about the world and my greed for beautiful things. To me, they were like an endless book, offering 
delicious sustenance for my artistic life as long as I greedily devoured them, constantly revitalizing my art and generating new musical 
materials. 
 
This composition consists of four movements. Its basic arrangement includes a conductor, a French horn, five percussionists playing the 
vibraphone, tubular bells, wind chimes (glass or metal), finger cymbals, tam-tam, bass drum, and timpani, a piano, and a string section. In 
the first movement, a female soprano performs briefly, and in the second, a solo cellist plays a prominent role (similar to a concerto), 
exiting the stage after this movement. Due to premiere constraints, the string section is replaced by a small pipe organ chosen for its 
blending tones—mimicking woodwinds or vocals but not overpowering or grand. Both the strings and the organ play supportive roles, 
careful not to overshadow others. 
 
The division of labor among the five percussionists is: the first plays the vibraphone, the second the tubular bells, the third the wind 
chimes and finger cymbals, the fourth the tam-tam and bass drum, and the fifth the timpani. 
 
In scoring, I created a 'with piano' version for each instrument, facilitating coordination among musicians in parts with unstable rhythms 
(including frequent rubato and tempo changes) and numerous rest measures, ensuring they stay in sync without feeling lost. This 
significantly reduces the pressure on the conductor and musicians. 
 
Special percussion notation: 
 

 

1. Play the wind chimes randomly. 

 
 
2. Play the drum surface with fingers. 

 

3. Rub the surface in circles with a drumstick. 
 

 
4. Use a cello bow to play the edges of the vibraphone. 
 
Regarding the use of sustain pedals for the piano and vibraphone, I impose few restrictions, except for detailed pedal markings in the first 
movement. Particularly for the vibraphone, the pedal should be used most of the time, with musicians controlling the harmonic effects 
based on the musical direction. 
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Please play with a sense of mystery. The rhythm should not be too rigid; musicians should allow the rhythm to have some flexibility.



In this piece, unless specifically indicated, please do not mute. Let the sustain fade naturally.

In this piece, unless specifically indicated, please do not mute. Let the sustain fade naturally.

Please try to touch the keys gently, as if brushing the strings with a feather.
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I. 妈妈 Mama...
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Play randomly and chaotically.
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più mosso

At this moment, the orchestra should be centered around the Vibraphone, with the rhythm based on its variations. 
And the Vibraphone must have a noticeable rubato rhythm change in this section.

Œ = c.52
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At this moment, the orchestra should be centered around the Piano, with the rhythm based on its variations. 
And the Piano must have a noticeable rubato rhythm change in this section.
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rubbing the surface in circles with a drumstick.

rubbing the surface in circles with a drumstick.
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Œ = c.64Larghetto



















The next eight measures follow the dynamics of these two measures.
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Please play with a sense of mystery. The rhythm should not be too rigid; musicians should allow the rhythm to have some flexibility.

Œ = c.52


   

   



   









 



  

  

  

  

  







The square note head indicates that the note should be played with a bow, with no specific bowing technique required.
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II. 凋零 The Withering
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The X-shaped note head indicates that 
the drum should be struck on both sides 
with the wooden shaft of the drumstick,
producing a "KAKA" sound.
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Œ = c.68 Each performer in the section should choose a note to sing in this chord, but the conductor must ensure that every note in the chord is assigned, 
and the volume of each note in the chord should be as balanced as possible. (all in Forte)
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